
 

   

Spirit-Led Plans 
ACTS 19:21-41 
7/25/2021 

 

LEARN  
• Use your preferred Bible study method to read and explore Acts 19:21-41. Read 18:18-19:20 

or listen to “God’s Word Grows” in the message archive. 

• Read through the Teaching Plan. Record your insights for personal reflection and application 
and use them to interact with your group during the discussions. Read the Commentary and use it 
when applicable. NOTE: The “Discuss” questions are now included in the group guide. 

• Research the cult of Artemis during the time of the events in Acts 19. Who was Artemis and what 
did her followers believe about her? How was she worshiped? What role did Ephesus play? What 
deeper insights did your research give to your study of the events in this lesson? 

LEAD 

• Share your research about the cult of Artemis at the beginning of the lesson, time permitting. Invite 
group members who did the “Grow Deeper” activity to participate in this as well. 

• Encourage the group to identify their own resistance to laying their plans under the leadership of 
the Holy Spirit in certain areas of their lives. Help them make the connection to their resistance and 
an idol they could be worshiping. Spend time discussing how you can help each other. 

• Highlight the connection between our love for Jesus and submission to the Holy Spirit for 
everything we need to fulfill our calling to make Jesus known.   

LOVE  
• Invite a non-believer to church or to your group. Prepare them for the experience so they will feel 

loved and cared-for before they come.    

• Pray for the believers at First Norfolk to seek to increase our love for Christ so we will be 
committed to serving Him in the power of the Spirit. 

https://www.firstnorfolk.org/messagearchive.aspx
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Spirit-Led Plans 
ACTS 19:21-41 
7/25/2021 
 

MAIN POINT 
The church fulfills her calling when we lay our plans under the leadership of the Holy Spirit. 

OPEN 
• Prayer / Welcome / Announcements: firstnorfolk.org/thisweek 

• Ask the assistant group leader to mark attendance for your group and review the small group 

guidelines. 

INTRODUCTION 
As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion. 

In what arenas of our society does it seem that Christianity is losing? Why do you 
think that is? 

It’s been said that Christianity no longer has the homefield advantage in America. It’s a poignant 
way to describe the shifting cultural landscape in the United States. In previous generations, there 

was some level of social expectation to at least uphold the appearance of being a Christian. Yet 
in most parts of the country, that pressure no longer exists. As a result, Christians can no longer 
assume that the majority of people in their communities, neighborhoods, and workplaces share 
their beliefs or have basic familiarity with the Bible. 

This does not mean that there is necessarily hostility toward Christians, but there is an uphill climb 
to explain what we believe and why someone who doesn’t believe it should take it seriously. Our 
individual experiences can be discouraging when it feels like we’re losing the battle to impact our 

communities for Christ. This affects our outlook and the choices we make as influencers. 

Paul and his team certainly seemed to be losing in a number of situations. But they continued to 
lay their plans under the leadership of the Holy Spirit. The result? The gospel spread, the church 
grew, and individuals were saved from false gods and idolatry to serve the one true living God. 

UNDERSTANDING 
Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic.  

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ ACTS 19:21-22 
SPIRIT-LED MINISTRY 

• Think about Paul’s ministry up to this point. How do we know that Paul had a great love for 
Jesus? What is the relationship between that love and Paul’s willingness to be led by the 

Spirit? What can we learn from this?  

https://www.firstnorfolk.org/thisweek
https://s3-us-west-1.amazonaws.com/faithnetworkuserfilestore/FAITHNETWORK_USERFILESTORE/FAITHNETWORK_USERFILESTORE/filecabinet/ministries/b9397dc8-e5f8-4c3d-a852-ae06f77c736e/SMALL%20GROUP%20GUIDELINES.pdf
https://s3-us-west-1.amazonaws.com/faithnetworkuserfilestore/FAITHNETWORK_USERFILESTORE/FAITHNETWORK_USERFILESTORE/filecabinet/ministries/b9397dc8-e5f8-4c3d-a852-ae06f77c736e/SMALL%20GROUP%20GUIDELINES.pdf


 

 Page 3 of 5 

• What could have happened to the churches in Ephesus, Macedonia and Achaia if Paul 
followed his plans instead of submitting them to the leadership of the Spirit?   

 

 

 

 

 

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ ACTS 19:23-34 
GREED-FUELED FEAR 

• What was Demetrius’s chief concern? How did he use fear, greed, and religious devotion to 
manipulate the workers into rioting?  

• Why is the gospel opposed so strongly by those who profit from sin, especially the sin of idol 

worship? Where do we see this type of manipulation, resistance, and hostility in our society 
today? What can we learn from Paul and his ministry team about how to fulfill our calling in 
treacherous circumstances?  

 

 

 

 

 

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ ACTS 19:35-41 
A RATIONAL ARGUMENT 

• Why do you think the clerk’s rational argument won out over Demetrius’s emotional 

manipulation? How did God use the clerk to advance His plans? 

 

 

 

 

 

APPLICATION 

In what ways can we best prepare for possible adversity in ministry? In what ways can 
we draw strength from Paul’s example? 

Ask yourself, “How much do I love Jesus? How does my love relate 
to my willingness to lay my plans under the leadership of the Holy 
Spirit? Is there anything in my life that is hindering my love for Jesus 
and therefore my submission to the Spirit? If so, what is it and what 
can I do about it?” 

 
DISCUSS 

How do you react when someone points out sin in your life—
especially when it concerns one of your idols? What emotions do 
you experience? How do you respond? Does your response in any 
way resemble that of the rioters? Explain. How can your relationship 
with Jesus help? 

 
DISCUSS 

What does this incident teach us about the emotional instability of 
people whose lives are controlled by fear? What does this teach us about 
the importance of being led by the Spirit when we share the gospel so 
our own fear won’t exacerbate a volatile situation?  

 
DISCUSS 
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PRAYER 
Pray for believers at First Norfolk to lay their plans under the leadership of the Holy Spirit. Pray 
that we will be bold but wise when we share the gospel in the face of strong opposition. 

COMMENTARY 
ACTS 19:21-41 

19:21. Almost abruptly Luke tells us Paul had decided to leave the Lycus Valley and head back 
to Jerusalem—by going in the opposite direction. Obviously, he wanted to revisit the churches in 
Macedonia and Achaia, and then he would head for Rome. Why go back to Jerusalem when he 
was already hundreds of miles on the way to Rome? Luke does not tell us, but Romans 15 explains 

that he needed to take a collection back to the Jerusalemite Christians (vv. 25-31). That collection 
presumably came from churches in Greece rather than Ephesus. Luke was not finished with the 
Ephesian narrative, but he set the tone here for what will drive the rest of this book—on to Rome. 

19:22. Typically, missionary evangelism requires preparation, so Timothy and Erastus headed into 

Greece while Paul stayed at Ephesus a while longer. This is the first mention of Erastus though he 
appears in 2 Timothy 4:20 as a team member and friend of Paul with a special interest in the 
Corinthian congregation. Paul would go to Rome, of course, but in chains. He could not have 

known that when making the announcement at Ephesus any more than you and I can see what lies 
ahead.  

19:23-24. What about the Ephesian account prompted Luke to refer to Christianity as “the Way” 
throughout this narrative (18:26; 19:9; 19:23)? Perhaps this early designation of the gospel 

seemed appropriate in the primitive conditions at Ephesus. Or maybe Luke wanted his readers to 
understand that the riot account he will now unfold was directed against all believers, not just 
Paul. In any case, the issue centered on economics, no small point of contention at Ephesus where 
the temple of Artemis was. Thousands of pilgrims and tourists came to Ephesus to visit the temple 

and, as in any situation throughout the history of civilization, dealers in religious artifacts 
surrounded such a valuable site. Since the preaching of the gospel had turned many away from 
the hideous cult, local silversmiths and their union organizer, Demetrius, decided to counterattack. 

19:25-27. It was not by accident then that Demetrius mixed economics and religion in his appeal 

to his fellow craftsmen. In Ephesus the two were closely linked. Luke left no doubt that Demetrius’s 
real concern was the damage Paul’s preaching was doing to his economic interests. Still, as a 
skilled demagogue Demetrius was quick to bring religion and patriotism into the picture, which 
were much more prone to get the public attention. Note that he began by assembling all his 

fellow craftsmen and the workers who assisted them. 

19:28-31. Beginning on an economic note, Demetrius now had the crowd stirred up at the 
religious level. Devotion or patriotism sells better than greed any day, so the whole city was 

excited. In the absence of Paul, Gaius and Aristarchus became victims of the crowd which rushed 
into the massive theater, the largest public building in Ephesus. Located on the western slope of 
Mount Pion, the open-air amphitheater held approximately 25,000 people. Ever the optimist, 
Paul wanted to face that screaming mob, but the believers restrained him. Luke adds, some of the 

officials of the province also begged him to stay out of the theater. This refers to Asiarchs, 
members of wealthy Roman families which stressed loyalty to the Emperor. 



 

 Page 5 of 5 

19:32-34. The word “assembly” in verse 32 translates “ekklesia,” which we have come to 
recognize as the New Testament word for “church.” Here it simply means a group of called-out 

ones, in this case a crowd dedicated to anarchy and riot. A typical mob—screaming whatever 
came into their heads and many (Luke says most) having no idea what they were doing in the 
theater. The Jews pushed Alexander to the front. Perhaps he intended to explain that all this fuss 
was not caused by the Jews; they had raised no complaint about Artemis worship before this 

Christian evangelist came to town. Since Jews were as odious to the pagan Ephesians as 
Christians, they took up their chant in unison for about two hours.  

19:35-36. Luke introduces an unlikely and anonymous hero who became the secular counterpart 
to Gamaliel of the Sanhedrin. The city clerk was probably a record-keeper of some type, though 

some suggest he would have been the chief executive officer of the city, perhaps parallel to a 
modern-day mayor. He recognized immediately that Roman officials could interpret this riot as a 
violation of Pax Romana and Ephesus might be in danger of losing self-governing privileges. The 
image which fell from heaven scholars generally identify as a meteorite since such a stone formed 

the center of worship at one of the other sites of Artemis worship (Roman world contained thirty-
three). 

19:37-39. The clerk first pointed out that the two Christians whom they had seized were not guilty 

of any crime. They had not blasphemed the goddess or robbed the temple (v. 37). Probably by 
the latter was meant that they had not robbed the temple of the respect due it. The clerk then 
outlined the two primary legal avenues Demetrius and his fellow craftsmen could follow if they 
had any grievances against the Christians. There was the provincial court conducted by the Roman 

proconsul on set days (v. 38). There was also the regular town assembly (ekkleœsia, v. 39). This 
mob might represent more than the usual turnout for a regular meeting of the deœmos in the 
theater, but this was not a regular day for the town meeting and was certainly not being 
conducted in an orderly fashion. 

19:40-41. The clerk then clinched his argument. The Ephesians were running the danger of being 
charged with insurrection, since they really had no legally valid basis for their unruly behavior (v. 
40). In v. 40 the clerk clarified where the real danger lay—not from Paul but from the unruly 
Ephesians. The clerk’s counsel carried the day. He dismissed the gathering, and the crowd 

dispersed. 

 


